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ABSTRACT: Coastal and maritime tourism, or blue tourism, represents over 50% of global tourism. The Mediterranean leads, attracting 400M ITAs, half to coastal areas. Competitiveness depends on climate and ecosystem quality, highlighting links between tourism, climate, and biodiversity. Tourism is highly vulnerable to climate change yet contributes 8% of global GHG emissions, 75% from air transport. Climate change worsens erosion, drought, and biodiversity loss, reducing destination attractiveness and altering seasonality. This study examines blue tourism–climate links in the Mediterranean, emphasising the need for sustainable planning with adaptation and resilience. Using academic, institutional, and project data (BlueNetCat, IMPETUS), it calls for integrated adaptation policies and low-carbon tourism to secure the future of coastal destinations dependent on tourism and exposed to climate risks.
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